
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

‘m
Public Health Service

Alcohol,  Drug Abuse and
Mental Health Admin&ration

Fkxkville  MD 20857

L
3 O’O

O c t o b e r  1 8 ,  1 9 9 0

Dear Colleague:

In response to your inquiry, enclosed is a copy of the Report to Conpress:
Deinstitutionalization  Policy and Homelessness. This report was prepared by the
National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) and submitted to the Congress by the
Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services on May 23, 1990. This
report provides an historical overview of deinstitutionalization of mentally ill individuals,
examines the growth of the homeless population, and analyzes the relationship between
deinstitutionalization and homelessness. In addition, it reviews relevant Federal
initiatives and, among a number of Action Steps, recommends the formation of a Task
Force on Severe Mental Illness and Homelessness. This l&month Task Force has a
broad mandate to examine the systemic problems that make severely mentally ill people
particularly vulnerable to homelessness. -

The Task Force will review research findings and solicit expert advice to determine:
‘ccj

0 Effective approaches for providing treatments and coordination of appropriate
services to severely mentally ill persons, particularly those who are homeless;

0

0

0

Based on this review, the Task Force will prepare recommendations to be forwarded to
the Federal Interagency Council on the Homeless outlining an appropriate course of
action (including legislative proposals, regulations, and/or Executive Branch programs)
so that the Executive Branch can assist States and localities in better meeting the
housing, treatment and support needs of severely mentally ill and homeless mentally ill
persons.

The prevalence, causes, and treatment of major mental illnesses among the
homeless population;

The causes and prevention of homelessness among severely mentally ill persons;

Factors that impede access of severely mentally ill persons, particularly those
among them who are homeless or at high risk of homelessness, to housing,
mental health, income support, and human service programs.



If you have any suggestions or comments you wish to convey to the Task Force on this
report or on the broader topic of homelessness and mental illness, please send them to
me at the address below.

.
Smcek ~ _ Al u-e

Irene S. Levine, Ph.D., Director
Office of Programs for the Homeless Mentally Ill
National Institute of Mental Health
5600 Fishers Lane Room 7C-06
Rockville, Maryland 20857
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'menrrmbetofresidentsinpubllcmentalh=rspitalsinthe(then48)
StaW ad the Dbtrict of Co1mkd.a in 1950 WIB 512,501; by 1986 tb
mm&r in the 50 States  had falJm to 108,800, an 80 peroent  decrease
(President~s Cbmissim ~1 l&n- Baalth, 1978, !bhle 3; Mtimal
bistitute of Mentd Health, 1988)..  ‘Ihe rst(e of rechrcticnof~resident
publiclTE!n~hospitalpapiLatLaracross aUtheSta~folbadapmmn
ofacceleratimard demlfzatiadnfivestzhgest
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irrpatient pqchiatdc care (Pnddent’ls ckxubt3h  al nmtal liklth,
1978). By 1986, episdes  of artpat;lent m had sben to nfmurt_  5.6
nUkn,d.ileep.hcdsoffnpatLent~had inaeased  alsxkmmy to 1.9
mil'lim.



.

9



c

.

.

'L

. .
~QeofkjepuateHalsincroDtials

lherei8apmacityofhaAngal~tivw3fort3evemlynmtallyill
perscns (U.S. Depmm?ntofIiealthtiIhmPrnServioesard~tOf
H=rusingandrMunDevelop~ent,  1983LiptmandWwini,1984;  Badmch,
1979). sudl almaw Etbald inslu3e staffed traMi- biasing
~?f--,sl=P-,~~,~kdepardent
lxxls- (U.S. DEpubrltofmth~~Sen?iaesuIriu.s.~t
of ?busisq an3 Urhn Dmlopmt, 1983).

InthekJ!b0erwof~+a8pecbud mEddmw,lmxxymrrtally~

iii=?-
didnqedac&mmdhurlStatelrEl~lwpi~tonlm?!iing_

. - 1969 ad 1974, the mxbr of nursing )umre resi&m with
nE!nulliIpinml+a imzmsd 48 pemxit, from 607,400 to 809,500 (U.S.
General ADaJunting offiw, 1977). ofthe8epatients,37pmE!ntmeived
a@nnxydiagno6ieofmentalillnmmarrretardatiar.Htrsingbm
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